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Imports of Tomatoes and Tomato Paste 


According to statistics of imports issued by the U. 5. 
Department of Commerce, 2,747,608 pounds of canned tomatoes 
and 2,093,236 pounds of tomato paste were imported during the 
month of June, 1926, as compared with 2,480,259 pounds toma- 

_ toes and 1,628,100 pounds tomato paste in the same month of 
last year. 

The total imports of these products for the twelve months 
ending June 30th, 1926, were 84,896,993 pounds canned toma- 
toes and 18,178,819 pounds of tomato paste. This indicates an 
increase of about 15 per cent over last year in canned tomato 
imports and about 5 per cent increase in case of tomato paste. 


Canned Food Exports in July 


The exports of canned foods from the United States dur- 
ing the months of July, 1925 and 1926, as reported by the U. S. 
Department of Commerce were as follows: 
1925 1926 
Pounds Pounds 


1,091,197 1,343,462 

286,877 

257,683 

Canned vegetables, total , 544,635 
Canned Fruits, total 12,589,907 18,057,714 
Apricots 5,857,855 7,790,907 
Peaches 1,052,714 1,268,677 
Pears 584,344 
Pineapple 1,590,045 
Condensed milk 3,536,528 
Evaporated milk 11,808,866 5,622,591 
Canned salmon 1,834,789 1,766,421 
Canned sardines ,960, 643,389 
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Canning Apple Sauce 


Several inquiries have been received lately from canners who 
are considering the packing of apple sauce. In cooking apples 
and evaporating the cooked product, care should be taken that 
the utensils employed have no exposed copper or brass. Many 
canners evaporate in wooden tanks heated with coils that have 
been carefully tinned. If jacketed kettles are used they should 
be of some other material than copper or brass. 


Coding Keeps Canner Out of Trouble 


There was recently reported to us by a New York distribu- 
tor a complaint of alleged injury due to biting on a needle said 
to have been contained in a can of corn. 

The distributor reported the corn to bé of a certain com- 
pany'’s pack. Investigation of the claim was made in accord- 
ance with the Association's custom, and the facts, including 
code marks on the can involved, were reported to the canner. 
The canner advised that, from the code marks reported, the prod- 
uct was not of his pack. However, the distributor insisted that 
he was right and the Association had their investigator check 
up his original findings which proved to be correct. On further 
inquiry and search, the distributor was able to determine defi- 
nitely the packer of the product and found that the goods in 
question were packed by another concern than that first claimed. 

This incident again emphasizes the great value of coding 
to a canner in case he runs into trouble of this kind. He not 
only knows whether the product is his or not, but if he keeps 
a proper record of his packs and code marks, he knows some- 
thing about the quality of the product and how it was handled 
in his plant. 


Laws Relating to Payment of Wages 


The U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics has issued a bulle- 
tin of about 160 pages which presents the legislation of the 
various states and of the United States on such subjects as laws 
fixing the time, mode, and place of payment of wages, and the 
regulation of deductions, assignments, suits, exemptions, pref- 
erence of wage claims, etc. It gives either in full or abridged 
form, the statutes relating to the payment of wages, and some 
account of the decisions construing therefrom. The bulletin is 
listed as number 408 of the U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
and can be obtained from the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C., for twenty-five 
cents. 
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Tentative Report on Rates on Cans 


Interstate Commerce Commission examiner in the case in- 
volving rates on tin cans and tin pails in carloads, from Cincin- 
nati, Ohio to points in Mississippi Valley territory, has submit- 
ted a report that finds the rates unreasonable and unduly prefer- 
ential. The report recommends that the Commission should find 
that the rates are and will be unreasonable and unduly preju- 
dicial to the extent that they exceed 75°% of the class rates con- 
temporaneously in effect. 


Government Stamp Taxes on Documents 


The United States Bureau of Internal Revenue has just pub- 
lished the new regulations relating to stamp taxes on documents 
imposed by Title VIII of the Revenue Act of 1926. Such docu- 
ments include bonds, certificates of indebtedness, stock certifi- 
cates, sales of merchandise for future delivery under the rules 
or usages of any exchange, and foreign insurance policies. 

The regulations are published as a supplement to “Treas- 
ury Decisions,’ Volume 50, No. 4, and the Association will be 
glad to supply any of its members with a copy of this publica- 
tion or copies may be secured from the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C., at a cost 
of ten cents each. 


Per Capita Meat Consumption 


The Bureau of Animal Industry of the Department of Agri- 
culture has issued statistics showing that the per capita con- 
sumption of dressed meats and lard in the United States in 1924 
and 1925 are as follows: 

1924 1925 
Pounds 


Mutton and lamb 
Pork 


Total meat and lard 165.4 


French Canned Fish Market 


A report from the American Trade Commissioner in Paris 
states that California pilchards have been finding a good mar- 
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ket in France during the past year, owing to the high price 
quoted on French sardines. Orders for pilchards of the 1925 catch 
were taken in France to a total of over 25,000 cases. It is re- 
ported that orders have already been taken by French brokers 
for about 20,000 cases of the 1926 catch, and on account of the 
recent depreciation of the franc, it is improbable that local sales 
of pilchards from the present catch in California will be much 
greater than the 20,000 cases already contracted for. 

The total catch of sardines for the 1926 season, it is esti- 
mated by French tradesmen, will be not over 4,400,000 pounds, 
as against almost 8,000,000 pounds in 1925 and over 11,000,000 
pounds for a normal post-war year. 


Car Loadings 


For the week ending August 21st the American Railway 
Association reports that 1,088,791 cars of revenue freight were 
loaded. This is 8,796 cars more than were loaded during the 
same week last year, but 20,766 cars less than the preceding 
week of this year. 
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